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not likely to be considerable. On the other hand the
combined effects of complete control of the air and of
poison gas were proving greater than had been expected,
and the levies had exhausted their meagre supplies of
arms, ammunition, and food. The order was given to
push on to Addis Ababa, even at the cost of some
Italian casualties. The northern campaign was then
finished off within a few weeks, and before the beginning
of the summer rains. The southern army took Daggah-
bur, but never reached its real objective, Harar, until
the Emperor had left the country.
For the purposes of this book the war need only be
considered *by and large/ Its real history will never be
written. Ethiopia was inarticulate enough before the
fall of Addis Ababa. Since then the Italians have
systematically exterminated the few men who had
European education and connections, and most of those
who displayed an independent outlook. They have
expelled all foreigners, European or Indian, including
those missionaries and business men who had the best
knowledge of the Ethiopian people outside Addis
Ababa. The remnants of the Abyssinian population are
completely cut off from any contact with the West, and
from any meaias of expressing their views.
Even those Europeans who were in Abyssinia during
the war knew little of what was really happening. None
of the two hundred foreign correspondents, who rushed
out to Addis Ababa at the beginning of the war, saw
more than scattered glimpses of the actual fighting.
Most of them did not get past Dessye in the north, or.
Jijiga in the south. After a month or two nearly all of
them had been recalled, and by the end of February there
were less than fifteen in the country. Our knowledge of
the actual conditions under which the Ethiopians fought

